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Commanding CGfficer, USS WARBLER (MSC20%8)
Chief of Naval Operations (OP=0989)

Command History for 1966

{a) OFNAVINST 5750.,12 B

(1) VARPLER Family Crem dated August 1964

(2) WARBLL Family Grem dated Nevember 1945

(3) Roster of personnel aboard as of 31 Leceaber 2G84
(1) Pnctograph of Commanding Officer

1, In accordance with reference (a) the fcilowing commund history
submitteds

a- Chronolygy of Lvents

3 Janvary ~ 11 Jeanuary enroute Vietnzm

abnamn

[='e

12 January - 22 Februvary Market Time Petrol, ¥
23 February = 4 March enrcute Sascko

22 April = 27 April US/RCK MINEX /-66. Chinhae. Kores

29 April - 3 May Port visit Kure, Japan

19 May - 25 ¥z7 enroute Vietnam

29 May - 9 July Market Time Patrcl Vietnam

12 Juiy - 15 July Port visit Singapors

22 July - 25 July Port visit lcng Fong

14 August ~ 15 August US/JMSDF MINX L1-67, Keratsu, Jepan
18 September = 25 September enrvute Vietn.m

28 Sevterber ~ 2L October Markei Tins retinl, Viebnan

21 October LT Stephen K- CHADWICK, 653503/1.100 selieved L7 o

DIRKSIN as Commending Officer

7 Novimber - 12 November US/DCK MILX &7, Toksukri, Korea
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b. Dssic Narrative: 1966 wss bern in £1= midss of erises; Tha favy, iz

fact the entire U.S, military establishment. was sxrsriencing growing pains and
the pineh of increasged committments in Southwast Asiz, The pinch was especially
felt among the nine coastal minesweepers of Mine Flotilla ONE homeported in
Sasebo, Japan - among them, the USS VARBLER,

The WARBLER is a small wooden craft designed for crastal minesweeping
operations and deploymentslastingba few days to agﬁaximum of a few weeks, but
there was a job that needed to be dene in Vietnamsss coastal waters - Markst
Time Patrol, Market Time Patrol is the U.S. Navy’sleffort to stop infiltration
of men and supplies into South Vietnam for the aid of the Viet Cong, Patrol

crafi were being designed and built,but in the mean time the gan had to be

fiiledh WARBLER,énd her sister ships filled that, gip even though it meent long

* exhausting transits, months of isolation for the craw onm & ship too small for

even a ship’s store, and demands upon the machinery snd chip itself that far
surpassed anythiné‘previouslj demanded iﬁdthc ship®s eleven year hlstory.
VWARBLER®s Market Time deployment were from 3 Jaatary - L March, 19 Hay -
16 July9.18 September ~ ¥ November - in cther words, the bulk of the yesr,
During these deployments numercus Junks were boarded, steel hull contacts
investigated, and fearfully strong weather that seemed bent on total destruction
were endured, WARBIER survived - met the challenge « and excelled throvgh
teamwork that will long be remembered by her crew and those observing her efforts.
VARBLER!s requirements did not end with Market Time, however, she had to
remember her primary mission - minesweeping. To maintain her basic trace,
WARBLUR partieipated in three extensive minésweeping exercises-in April ai
Chinhae, Korea; in August at Karatsu, Japan; and in November at Toksukyri, Korea.,
Of ccurse, with work slso comes play and the VARELZR h;d sorie fine recreabion ..

indeed, VARBLER spent the 12th - 16th of JU'y in Singapore as the recivient of
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outstanding British nespitalivy from her ruiesweeping counterparts o the

British Navy, The 29th of April - 3rd of May WARBL 'R made a successful goed
will trip to Kure, Japan and was visited by numerous local civiliansn 22 July -~
25 July were spent in Hong Kong ~ one of the worlds truely great ciﬁieso

The srall remainder of days in the year the VARBLER spent in her hemepert
of Sasebo feverously conducting upkeep and preparaiions to continue meéting

all committments necessary - "in the midst of criéis"a
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